Levels of C17ISO mmBCFA were measured in 3T3-L1 cells before and after differentiation into adipocytes. The culture medium was routinely prefiltered to eliminate any contribution from bacteria to cellular mmBCFA. At days indicated after initiation of differentiation, cells were collected into PBS and centrifuged. Fatty acid methyl esters were prepared from the resulting cell pellets by using acidic methanol, and C17ISO was determined by using gas chromatography-mass spectrometry and normalized to total protein. The amount of C17ISO in cells before differentiation was below the detection limit, whereas the cellular level increased during differentiation into adipocytes, indicating the potential presence of a pathway for de novo synthesis of mmBCFA in mammalian adipocytes. 
